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In April this year, Salmon and Trout Conservation carried out benchmarking of invertebrates on selected
Sites on two Tay System rivers – the Ericht (Shee and Ardle) and the Lochay.

Invertebrate samples were taken and then analysed with the results being modelled to see where the rivers 
stand in terms of their health. 

The main biometrics looked at are sediment, phosphorus, chemical, flow and organic enrichment. 

Each one represents a water quality pressure. Each biometric is given an impact score which has been calculated from the
invertebrate species found in the samples taken. The next pages explain each pressure metric and describe 

what river pollution it indicates, some possible sources and what numbers represent a “healthy” score.

Please note that biometrics are a powerful tool but still only indicators. They are best used over a multi-year period
to gauge what water quality pressures are occurring and where to focus additional investigation and remediation efforts















For each sample taken from the chosen sites invertebrates are counted and modelled. After analysis and modelling, 
tables and graphs are created showing the results.

The following two pages show results from one site on the Shee (Ericht System) and one from the Lochay.
You will see that scores are good for both sites and you will be pleased to know that all sites on the Lochay and Ericht 

had very similar scores with all of the scores in the green! 
Early signs are good with the invertebrate community indicating no stress from 

sediment, phosphorus, chemical, flow or organic enrichment.

A word of caution though….these are early days and these results are from only one season, so really only half the picture. 
We must be reluctant to make any judgement without both a spring and autumn sample. 

Indeed we must continue to monitor over a longer term  to check for trends. 
(Indeed see the end of this document for a worrying occurrence on the Ericht.)







Sampling points on the Lochay– all green for all pressures



Sampling points on the Ericht, Shee and Ardle – all green for all pressures



Sampling points on the Shee and Ardle – all green for all pressures



Sampling points on the Ericht – all green for all pressures



(2) Facebook

On 26 May this year, one of our members was beside the Ericht showing representatives from the press the issues 
connected to the Old Dump where rubbish, hidden for years, is now routinely being scoured out by 

the river which has changed its course due to Beaver damage.

Coincidentally, there was a massive storm water release and a raw sewage discharge into the river. 
The river turned brown and fish were seen in some difficulty, struggling for oxygen. 

Select CTRL and click on the link below to see a returning salmon have real problems. 

An unfortunate incident – but not the first time this has happened

https://www.facebook.com/TayGhillies/videos/189858443006500/


If you have any questions on SmartRivers,
or wish more detailed information on specific sampling sites on the Lochay or Ericht,

Contact Bob Mason at taysmartriver@btinternet.com or on 07518805094 

mailto:taysmartriver@btinternet.com

