Newsletter 3

Thank You!
Welcome to the Tay Catchment Salmon Alliance Newsletter No 3!
Again, massive thank you to our new members and volunteers for helping
our ambitions move forward.

The MIGHTY TAY in glorious June 2025!



TDSFB UPDATE
Breaking News! It appears that Dr Summers has resigned — no official statement yet

Our Secretary, Bob Mason, attended the May TDSFB meeting as an invitee. It was
fairly uneventful and run of the mill. TRT (Jerry Saunders) gave a presentation on the
work being carried out by the River Ericht Project Advisory Group (PAG). There are
considerable issues at Blairgowrie with the Upper and Lower weirs, the fish pass and
the Brig O’Blair foundations.

As notified in the recent Tay Salmon News (issued by the TDSFB), the Board received
an award from the Cross Tay Link Road Community Benefit Fund and BAM, the Tay
Crossing Prime Contractor and engaged ARUP to conduct a study to look at various
options of what might be done to fix the issues. Note that the Chair of the PAG, Jerry
Saunders has since clarified (week beginning Mon 07 July) that the Board dld not
receive the award, that the money did not come from the Community Fund and that
ARUP was subcontracted by BAM using its own funds. BAM also now own the study.
Jerry went on to say at the Board meeting that ARUP has submitted its study and
indicated that discussions involving Tay Rivers Trust, the Board, PKC and ARUP were
ongoing to select the most appropriate option to go to detailed design.

However, as of 16 July, we have absolutely no idea who on the Board has seen the
report. We have had confirmation that Dr Summers has been subcontracted by TRT to
do some (unknown) work but he is not a Board member. This is all very strange....the
Board has a statutory duty to improve fisheries in the district — we would have thought
that the Board would be fully briefed on this important project.

At the end of his brief to the Board, Jerry Saunders mentioned that a smolt screen (as
proposed by TCSA/RECRI) would not have worked and could have caused significant
smolt losses. He had not given us the opportunity to brief the PAG on our potential
solution and our Secretary has subsequently taken the opportunity to correct this wholly
misguided view by letter to the Board after the meeting.

One positive outcome from the PAG, was the decision to lower the abstraction rates
from the Ericht, at the lade entrance, during the smolt run. As the Ericht level fell to
around one inch during the recent drought, the lowered abstraction rates still allowed
water to flow over the upper weir and we observed smolts passing over the weir. (In
previous years, at that river level, and with normal abstraction, no water would have
passed over the weir, causing smolts to be forced to enter the lade and encounter
various pinch points). Note that while the Westmill Fish Farm was inactive this year, the
dam at the fish farm entrance was removed. This is not a given for future years and it
is important to plan for worst case in the future.

It is the TCSA view that the reduced abstraction rates during Ericht low flows and the
smolt run should be continued, thus allowing smolts to go over the weir and stay in the
main river and adult fish to continue to have access to the upper river. We believe
strongly that precious smolts should not be in the lade at any time - subjecting smolts
to the various pinch points including a quote “reasonably fish friendly” Archimedes
Screw turbine at Ashgrove Mill Hydro is simply not acceptable.



Smolt screens should be fitted to stop smolts entering the lade (during the weeks of the
smolt run). There should also be calibrated gates at the lade entrance to ensure the
actual abstraction rates fully meet the licensed flow rates. The calibrated gates should
also be used in conjunction with a flow meter in the lade. We say this because there
was a view from locals (without concrete evidence) that the flow in the lade appeared
to be more than the 0.65 cumecs which was the licensed rate during the recent drought.

Another area of discussion at the Board meeting was the ongoing issue of the
abstraction rates on the River Lochay. There had been no update from SEPA and our
Secretary was asked if the TCSA would email SEPA to find out the latest status of the
review. The Secretary did this and received the following response:

A bit of background — SEPA is currently going through a process nationally of looking
at all Heavily Modified Water Bodies to get them to Good Ecological Potential where
this is possible. They’ve been ranked, with the Poor and Bad waterbodies discussed in
the first batch. The Lochay is the only waterbody at Moderate Ecological Potential (due
to the abstractions at low flows) that SEPA has placed into this first batch of
waterbodies.

We've been in discussion with SSE over the flows required and have requested that
they submit a proposal to either detail how they will bring the Lochay into Good EP, or
otherwise provide a disproportionate cost case as to why this cannot be achieved. The
relevant guidance for this process is here: wat-rm-41.pdf

We have carried out some work to look at the possibility of providing “Hands-off” flows
(HoF) from a number of additional abstraction points in the catchment ie when the
natural flows are reduced below a certain value abstraction should cease altogether at
that point until flows recover. There are already three HoF points in the current licence.
| have shared our thoughts on this with Dr Summers and with SSE, who are now
considering the options as noted above. Myself and one of our Hydrologists have also
met SSE on site to look at some of these abstraction points.

| will be in touch with Dr Summers once we have a response from SSE and we have
considered their proposal.

It will be interesting to see the SSE response — increasing HOF at the abstraction points
in the Glen would seem a good way forward to ease the problem of low river flows.

TCSA COMMITTEE UPDATES

We have two new cooptees on our committee who will be of great help to us in projects,
promotion of the Alliance and in general fundraising. The first is Stuart Lang, a financial
consultant, a long-time salmon angler and manager of the Glendelvine beat syndicate.
The second is Richard Mills. Recently retired from his own research business in the
agricultural industry, Richard is the son of the late Dr. Derek Mills who was
internationally renowned for his work with the Atlantic Salmon. Derek Mills was fishery
adviser to the North of Scotland Hydro-electric Board (and then Scottish Hydro-electric),
chairman of the Scottish branch of the Institute of Fisheries Management and chairman
of the Honorary Scientific Advisory Panel of the Atlantic Salmon Trust. Much of his


https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/415btijz/wat-rm-41.pdf

father's knowledge passed on to Richard who will be very useful in identifying and
managing some of our projects.

FOUNDER MEMBERS
Our founder member numbers continue to grow steadily and our thanks go to them for

their belief in us and their ongoing support. Our latest is Taymouth Castle and we look
forward to working with them on their upper Tay and Lyon beats.

Taymouth Castle - our latest founder member

RIVER CHAMPIONS

The tributaries are important in the overall Tay Catchment and, in the past, were a
major source of juvenile fish. The overall decline in Tay Salmon is mirrored on the
tributaries and we must ensure that we do what we can to improve overall habitat in
these tributaries and their feeder burns. To help us we have chosen “River Champions”

River Ericht, Ardle, Shee and Isla — Grant Kellie
River Tummel — John Nevin

River Earn — lain Law

Western Catchment — Alex Stewart

They will advise us of issues and potential projects.

PROJECTS

The Alliance Secretary and Richard Mills met with Dr Summers in early June to chat
through some of the priority projects on the FMS and TDSFB registers of priority



projects. These include Lochay Fish Passes, Luncarty Weir removal, Buchanty Spout
gabions, Dall Burn Weir, Fillan Flood Embankments, and Lyon Nutrient issues. It was
interesting to listen to Dr Summers’ take on how these issues might be resolved
especially with the need, in many instances, to receive approval from various
organisations. We will discuss the issues with a view to getting a route forward to take
these priority projects off the register — they have been on for far too long.

On the Lochay Fish passes, we reported our findings in the last newsletter. We raised
this at the meeting with Dr Summers and pointed out that there was much
environmental work going on in the river and the riparian owners wanted to have the
numbers from the Lochay Fish Pass Counter on a regular basis to understand when
fish were entering the river. Dr Summers stated that he will give the numbers at the end
of the season but not throughout the season because it will encourage poaching. We
argued against that but Dr Summers was adamant. After the meeting the Secretary
wrote to him stating that we felt his decision was wrong and the information would only
go to the TCSA and the 4 riparian owners. Our letter was sent on 16 June and as of 16
July we are yet to receive any response including an acknowledgement. We have also
written an email asking for the Clunie Dam and Stronuich information for 2024 and
current 2025 counts.

River Fillan

On the Fillan, we went to see the area of concern in mid — June.
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The River Fillan downstream of Tyndrum showing the embankment on the left
bank, the flood plain and the erosion area on the right bank

The plan to stop the erosion, which is severe during spates, is to open up the flood
embankment on the left bank and let the river overflow into the original flood plain.



On the left is the right bank flood embankment and on the right a close up of the
old concrete railway sleepers used to stabilise the embankment

Opening up the embankment would not be difficult — there is good access for the
required machinery - but the sleepers would have to be removed from the site. The
main stumbling block is whether the landowner downstream would allow the
embankment to be removed and therefore flood his land during spates.

On the left is the embankment and the river downstream approaching a sharp
right bend (shown on the right)

River Lyon

River Lyon water quality is another issue — water is fed into the river from the Lubreoch
Dam via the bottom of the dam via the hydro-electric turbines.

Issues of water temperature and nutrients (or lack of) have been raised for years. Under
our previous existence as the TGA we undertook invertebrate sampling in 2023. This
was part of the Wild Fish SmartRivers programme. We are going to repeat the sampling
because there were some anomalies in the previous results. That will be done in
September and we should have the results in late October.



Lubreoch Dam

GoogleEarth

Satellite image of the Upper River Lyon showing the main Lubreoch Dam where
piped abstracted water from the Dochart and Lochay tributaries is stored and
the Stronuich Dam where water from the Lyon is diverted through the mountain
to the Lochay Power Station.

MERCHANDISE

There are a couple of options (so far) for Merchandise - EJAY Design in Orkney using
her beautiful map with golden rivers and Vistaprint which has some excellent clothing
and bag choices. Lead times at EJAY Design are a little long at present so we will
focus on Vistaprint for now. Examples of clothing with our logo are below.
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We will choose suitable designs to sell - note that there will be a white logo as well to
ensure compatibility with darker colours - and will post the designs on our website
within a couple of weeks. Have a look at the Vistaprint website and let us know if you
see an item you think should be on our list. Vistaprint

The Tay Catchment Salmon Alliance is a Scottish Charity No: SC029645,
regulated by the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)


https://www.vistaprint.co.uk/clothing-bags/jackets

